MINUTES
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025
OCONTO COUNTY AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL
MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY CENTER 
13412 HIGHWAY 32/64 MOUNTAIN WI 54149


(Draft minutes until approved by Council)


COUNCIL PRESENT: Bart Schindel, Katie Daul, Penny Helmle, Brenda Carey-Mielke

COUNCIL ABSENT:  Ann Ammermann

OTHERS PRESENT:  Richard Heath, Scott Shackelford, Brandon Daul, Will Kline, Wendy Dey

1. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Carey-Mielke. 
2. Statement of County Mission and Vision
Chair Carey-Mielke read the County Mission and Vision Statements.
3. Approval of Agenda
4.1 Change in Sequence – None 
4.2 Removal of Items – None
Motion by Helmle/Daul to approve the agenda as written.  The motion was voted on and carried. 
4. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting(s)
Motion by Bitters/Helmle to approve the 8/20/2025 meeting minutes as presented.  The motion was voted on and carried. 
5. [bookmark: _Hlk181862283]Discussion Reference Packet
Dey and Shackelford reviewed the contents of the reference packets that were supplied to the committee.  Discussion followed.
6. Discussion Notice of Vacancy – Nutrition Advisory Council Member
Shackelford reviewed the vacancy for the advisory council member for Marinette County Elderly Services.  Anyone interested should contact them directly by phone at 715-854-7453 or by emailing to aging@mces.net.
7. Programming Updates
· Transportation:  Will Kline updated the council.  In November, the Health and Human Services Board approved the 2026 Wisconsin Department of Transportation S85.21 Transportation Grant Application.  Ridership from quarter two to quarter three has almost doubled.  There will be a pilot program, in which, low income riders will be transported for a day trip to a larger town, either Marinette or Shawano to allow them to go shopping at a Walmart.  Discussion followed. 
· Nutrition Program: Brandon Daul updated the council regarding the financial workings of GWAAR, noting that home delivered meals are more expensive to deliver than those served at the congregate locations.  In 2026, the budget will be increased by $15,000.00 to cover the costs of home delivered meals.  Marinette County Elderly Services applied for and received a grant that will be used to offset costs as well.  There  is no waiting list for those wanting home delivered meals.  Anyone interested in learning more is encouraged to call Health and Human Servies at 920-834-7000.
· Caregiver Support Programs:  Shackelford updated the council.  The caregiver support programs consist of the National Family Support Program (NFCSP), and the Alzheimer’s Family Caregiver Support Program )AFSCSP).  Currently there is no income limit for either program.  Those who qualify can be reimbursed for a wide variety of services.  Those interested in learning more are encouraged to contact Health and Human Services at 920-834-7000.




· Foot Clinic and Loan Closet:  Shackelford updated the council.  Both programs are running strong.  The foot clinic has four locations monthly; Oconto, Oconto Falls, Suring, and Mountain.  The cost in 2026 will be $25.00.  The loan closet offers community members the opportunity to borrow medical equipment to use at no cost, and items may be donated as well.  Anyone interested in learning more about either program are encouraged to call Health and Human Servies at 920-834-7000.
8. Additional Program Announcements/Comments
· Daul updated the council on the UW Extension Office’s current outreach.  The Senior Wellness Fair will be held on February 18, 2026 at the Bond Center in Oconto from 9:00 to 11:30.  Seniors are really enjoying the placemats that were created and are being used at the meal sites. The Strong Bodies program just finished up in Mountain; it will run though the end of the year in Suring and will start up in January in Gillett.  The Walk & Talk programs are up and running at the Suring, Lena, Oconto Falls, and Gillett schools.  On December 15, 2025 from 9:00 to 11:00 there will be an online program called COMET.  This program helps those in rural communities learn ways they can help support their neighbors with mental health issues. 
9. Set Next Meeting Date(s)
Next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 18, 2026 at 12:00 p.m. at the Law Enforcement Center (LEC) in Oconto.
10. Adjournment
Chair Carey-Mielke declared the meeting adjourned at 10:09 a.m.


Wendy Dey, Confidential Secretary				Date Posted: 11/24/2025
